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HISTORY OF UNITED G R A I N GROWERS L O C A L NO. 135 
A T H A B A S C A , A L B E R T A 
E A R L Y R A I L A N D E L E V A T O R S 
Athabasca first appears as a grain delivery point on the Canadian Northern Railway 
in the 1917-18 crop year. United Grain Growers built that year. 
U.G.G. were alone on the market until 1925 when Northern added an elevator 
followed by Searle and Federal. Pool bought the Northern about 1929 and built in 1930. 
UNITED G R A I N GROWERS A T A T H A B A S C A 
The early organization work for the first Athabasca elevator was done by share-
holders of Alberta Farmers' Co-operative Elevator Company. By early 1917 ninety one farmers 
the district hadpurchased shares and Athabasca was certified as a Local in position to apply for 
the grant to build an elevator. 
Without an elevator or other recorded storage, the local handled 1 1/2 cars of 
flour that spring. 
By the time the elevator was completed in October, 1917 Alberta 
Farmers' Company and The Grain Growers' Grain Company had amalgamated to form 
United Grain Growers. The new elevator was painted with the new name. 
Annexes were added in 1940 and 1952. By 1963 the 46 year old original plant 
was rebuilt as an annex to the new 70,000 bushel elevator. It lasted until 1984 when sold to be 
dismantled. 
U.G.G. L O C A L AT A T H A B A S C A 
The Alberta Farmers' Co-operative Elevator Company Local formed in 1917 
elected delegates that year to both the last meeting of that Company and the first of United 
Grain Growers. 
Members of the first Local Board were: 
John Russell, Chairman 
Max Ziegler 
Edward Shank 
Archie Gowan 
Reginald D. Grisdale, Secretary 
Charles Dallas and Wm. Minns were elected delegates to both meetings. Other 
names appearing in the early U.G.G. Local Board records 1917 to 1930 are: Frank Stafford, 
Andrew Olson, A. Collen, Archibald Gorman, J.F. Rogers, George Castanguay, Hugo Carlson, 
P. Shank, George Spence, Sr., M . Hansen, M . Hitchins, E. Hitz, George Lewis, Charles Lynch, 
Arthur Cullen, L.S. Willey. 
Early organizer Reginald Grisdale became first Secretary 1917 to 1919, J .H. 
Minns 1919 to 1921, Hugo Carlson 1922 to 1942, M.W. Hitchins 1942 to 1949, L.S. Willey 
1949 to 1960, J. Dennis Loiselle 1960 to 1969. H . Allen Richards took over in 1969 and 
remains Secretary as this record is written in 1985. 
The Local Board in the 75th Anniversary year of United Grain Growers 1981 - 82 
were: 
Arthur James Page, Chairman 
Chris Bradfield 
Gerard Cadouette 
Oscar Guay 
Eli Gross 
Albert Gora 
Charles Gora 
Kenneth Minns 
Charles E. Patry 
Geo Robocon 
Hubert H. Redden 
Ambrose Shank 
Allen Richards, Secretary 
Charles Gora was Anniversary year delegate. 
The current Local Board 1984 - 85 are: 
Arthur James Page Chairman 
Ted Dupilka 
Albert Edwards 
Oscar Guay 
Albert Gora 
Charles Gora 
Kelly R. Olson 
Charles E. Patry 
Geo Robocon 
Hubert H. Redden 
Ambrose Shank 
Melvin Schultz 
H. Allen Richards, Secretary 
SEED WAREHOUSE 
U.G.G. bought a warehouse for bagged seed from Canada West Grain in 1961. 
It was used for periodic storage of seed for some years but eventually used for Farm Supplies. 
In a letter in 1961, Mr. Jack Dawson, then Manager of Canwest Seed Company 
states, "The warehouse was built at a time when Athabasca was the No. 1 production area for 
sweet clover in Western Canada. Possibly 40 to 50 carloads would come out of the point 
annually". 
An additional historical note of interest in the same 1961 letter states, "A t the 
time the warehouse was built Skinner Street was called Ferry Road as it was the access to the 
ferry - then the only means of crossing the river. The east side of the block was obstructed 
by a large tower which carried the ferry cables - in addition a planer mill was very active east 
of Skinner Street". 
U.G.G. E L E V A T O R M A N A G E R S A T A T H A B A S C A 
Unfortunately record from October 1917 to September, 
P.W. Shephard September 25,1919 
J.D. Galloway September 12, 1924 
Gordon Roy April 28, 1949 
(temporary period after death of J. Galloway) 
Ivor Stolen May 18, 1949 
W.L. McCordick July 9, 1951 
John A. Anderson June 24, 1954 
Michael A . Elkow March 22, 1956 
John Dixon July 13, 1970 
Robert Walker May 17, 1979 
1919 is missing. 
- September 12, 1924 
- April 28, 1949 
- May 18, 1949 
- July 9. 1951 
- June 24,1954 
- March 22, 1956 
- July 13, 1970 
- May 17,1979 
- Present (1985) 
E A R L Y PROPERTIES A L O N G THE A T H A B A S C A RIVER 
An early plan of C.N. and Town Property probably circa 1912 is unfortunately 
not sufficiently legible to copy for this record. 
Some features which can be identified are the following: 
1. A large rectangular building, approximately 100 x 60 feet east of the Skinner Street ferry 
and designated "Immigration Hall ." 
2. A tract of 42 acres along the river owned by Imperial Lumber Company. 
3. A large tract at the foot of Strathcona Street designated Park Area — probably 10 acres. 
4. Several large buildings and loading ramp east of Strathcona designated "Atlas Lumber". 
5. A note Skinner Street Road Crossing negotiated with Hudson's Bay Company September 6, 
1912. 
6. Numerous other large sheds and buildings along the surveyed track line whose designations 
are not legible. 
Editor's Note: Mr. H . Allan Richards, Secretary of Athabasca Local No. 135 
kindly supplied the following story of the Athabasca Local in the U.G.G. 75th Anniversary Year 
1981. 
It is a tribute to the officers of the Local over the years that the records have 
been maintained and we are indebted to Mr. Richards for his excerpts from the minutes and 
his interesting comments. 
As taken from the minutes of our minute book (still in use) dating back to the organizational 
meeting August 8, 1917. The first minutes were recorded August 30, 1917 with J. Russell as Chairman and 
Geo. Ling as Secretary with two other shareholders present: Ed Shank and A.J. Gorman. A. Gorman remained 
on the Board for forty four years, twenty five as Chairman. In 1962 the Board passed a motion that A. Gorman 
be a life member on the Local Board. 
In 1917 the U.G.G. not only shipped grain but shipped hogs and cattle through the elevator. 
In 1918 they rented an 1/2 acre from C.N. and started a stock yard which was active till the late 1920's when 
trucks started taking the business. The main sale of supplies to customers was flour, discounted if you took a 
ton and bran. 
At the Annual Meeting November 3, 1928 the Local Board passed a motion which read, "In 
view of the fact that the Wheat Pool is going to build an elevator at this point, we the shareholders are in favor 
of the Board of Directors getting in touch with Wheat Pool officials re: disposal of the local elevator to the 
Pool." (Carried) 
Reply April 10, 1929 U.G.G. not selling to the Pool. 
In 1961 when A. Gorman retired, Charles Gora was elected Chairman and remained Chairman for 
16years until 1977. 
A new elevator was built in 1963 and was opened August 17, 1963. The old one was used for 
storage and still stands (at an angle) to this day. It is due to be torn down to make way for a crib annex in the 
near future. 
In 1973 the Local Board nominated two women to their Board and continued to have at least 
one woman until last year. 
There has been alot of changes in the last few years, warehouses for grass seed and fertilizer bulk 
bins, warehouse for farm supplies which include twine, concentrates, sprays, salt, tarps, etc. 
(signed) H. Allen Richards 
PIONEER S H A R E H O L D E R S OF THE A L B E R T A F A R M E R S ' 
CO-OPERATIVE E L E V A T O R C O M P A N Y IN THE 
A T H A B A S C A A R E A 
In the form of organization of the Alberta Farmers' Co-operative Elevator 
Company it was necessary for local volunteers to canvass farmers and sell shares in the farmers' 
company. In order to be certified as a Local a minimum of 134 shares at $60.00 par value each 
had to be sold or pledged to raise at least $8,040 in capital. Once certified the Local could 
apply for Provincial loans to build the elevator. 
Athabasca area qualified in early 1917 — probably the work of selling shares had 
been carried out in 1916. 
The pioneers listed below were purchasers of the original shares. It is well to 
realize that a $60 share in those years represented a major investment and is indicative of the 
faith in the farmers' company and the need for a farmer-owned elevator. 
Most of these farmers bought one share only. The list virtually becomes a list of 
the pioneer settlers of the area. Note the Post Office addresses — some of these have no doubt 
diappeared over the years. 
William Blair Athabasca 
Jacques Baradat Grosmont 
Ernest A. Barrette Grosmont 
Charles Cowlin Athabasca 
Oscar W. Crawford Calling Lake 
William Curtis Grosmont 
Albin Carlson Athabasca 
Hugo Carlson Athabasca 
George M.O. Cooke Grosmont 
Herbert E. Cook Meanook 
Harvey F. Cull Athabasca 
Arthur C. Cullen Athabasca 
George Castonguay Grosmont 
C.A. Dallas Athabasca 
Philip Dufresne Grosmont 
Edmond Daoust Athabasca 
Allan J. Dauson Athabasca 
Leopold Desrochers Athabasca 
Robert Evans Athabasca 
Arthur Fisher Athabasca 
Harry Fisher Athabasca 
Archibald J. Gorman Athabasca 
George Gauthier Athabasca 
Reginald D. Grisdale Athabasca 
Charle Goupil Athabasca 
Herbert Hayes Athabasca 
Samuel Hayes Athabasca 
George Hinlein Athabasca 
Hans P. Jacobsen Athabasca 
David S. Jones Paxson 
Ben Jenkins Grosmont 
Colin Johnston Athabasca 
Fritz Koetzler Grosmont 
David Keir Athabasca 
Roy C. Knowlton Athabasca 
Axel Larson Athabasca 
George La Branche Grosmont 
Leo. Labranche Grosmont 
J. Adelard Lehaie Grosmont 
George W. Lewis Athabasca 
George H. Ling Athabasca 
George McMullen Grosmont 
Arthur E. Milburn Athabasca 
William Minns Athabasca 
Hector Martel Athabasca 
Adelard Major Grosmont 
Samuel C.T. Metcalfe Athabasca 
Alexander Moulin Grosmont 
James J. Mutch Athabasca 
James H. Minns Athabasca 
Ernest Major Grosmont 
W.M. Melnyk Athabasca 
Thomas Mallet^e Athabasca 
Charles W. ^fbddings Grosmont 
Magnus Olson Grosmont 
Andrew Olson Athabasca 
Martin Rude Athabasca 
Robert Robinson Athabasca 
Frederick H . Pollitt Athabasca 
Philip Roy Grosmont 
John Russell Athabasca 
Ed J. Shank Athabasca Landin 
James H. Smallwood Athabasca 
Harry W. Sebree Athabasca 
Andrew Stone Grosmont 
Charles R. Soper Athabasca 
William H. Soper Meanook 
George Spence, Sr. Athabasca 
Philip Shank Athabasca 
Percy W. Spence Athabasca 
Frank Stafford Athabasca 
Willie E. Spence Athabasca 
Raoul Souillard Grosmont 
F .X. Veronneau Athabasca 
Amede Viau Athabasca 
Lot. S. Willey Athabasca 
Auld Willey Athabasca 
Lot Willey Athabasca 
Max Ziegler Grosmont 
Moses Blair Athabasca 
Wasyl Bahry Athabasca 
Arthur W. Cass Athabasca 
Francis J. Cheadle Athabasca 
Claude Chillet Athabasca 
Percy Cross Athabasca 
George Hees Athabasca 
Martin Hansen Athabasca 
Charles W. Lynch Athabasca 
Frank Lenz Athabasca 
Peter 0. Langley Athabasca 
David Ladonquer Athabasca 
Pete Miller Athabasca 
Kent W. Morehouse Athabasca 
George Mills Athabasca 
Brice H. Minns Athabasca 
Leonide Menu Athabasca 
Albert Peckham Athabasca 
John Russell Athabasca 
Udger Raby Athabasca 
John Roy Grosmont 
George F. Spence Athabasca 
William E. Sawdy Athabasca 
Robert F. Truss Athabasca 
Lewis H.I. Wood Athabasca 
Frank Evans Athabasca 
David J. Fahlquist Athabasca Landing 
E. Jamerson Athabasca 

P E R R Y V A L E 
E A R L Y G R A I N STORAGE IN P E R R Y V A L E A R E A 
Platform shipments from Perryvale, Meanook and Rochester Sidings are recorded 
back to 1923. Parrish & Heimbecker built a small flat warehouse at Meanook in 1927 and an 
elevator in 1929. Northern built a 40,000 bushel elevator at Rochester in 1926. Gillespie 
Grain Company then built a 3000 bushel flat warehouse at Perryvale in 1929 and increased it 
later to 14,000 bushels. 
It is difficult now to understand why these properties were built as the yearly 
average handlings at Perryvale and Meanook were 23,000 bushels to 1946 and 74,000 at 
Rochester. 
U.G.G. A T P E R R Y V A L E 
U.G.G. purchased all Alberta properties of Gillespie Grain Company in January, 
1943 and acquired the Perryvale warehouse and a large flour shed. 
These properties were torn down in 1946 and an elevator built by U.G.G. in 1947. 
The elevator was torn down in March, 1963. 
U.G.G. E L E V A T O R M A N A G E R S A T P E R R Y V A L E 
FredBirtles April 2, 1943 
(Had been with Gillespie prior to U.G.G. purchase) 
I. Stolen September, 1943 
Fred Lewis - Apri l , 1946 
Clarence Arndt September, 1949 
J.J. Munro February, 1950 
F.G. Dunkin September, 1950 
J.J. Munro December, 1950 
Ludick Banack July, 1951 
(Elevator torn down in 1963) 
September 8, 1943 
- Apri l , 1946 
- September, 1949 
- February, 1950 
September, 1950 
December, 1950 
- July, 1951 
_ 9 
COLINTON 
U.G.G. purchased the Gillespie Grain Company elevator at Colinton in March, 
1943. It was operated until September, 1966 when it was sold to Alberta Pacific. 
U.G.G. E L E V A T O R M A N A G E R S A T COLINTON 
(from Gillespie March, 1943) 
Geo. N . Kydd 
S.E. Mills 
Jack Koch 
Wm. M . McNabb 
(sold to AP Septe 
April 1, 1943 
August 1, 1946 
May 23,1951 
April 25. 1952 
,1966) 
August 1, 1946 
May 23,1951 
April 25, 1952 
September 16, 1966 
